February 2006 = TMA unveils new MLR

Campaign Web site, www.mlrnow.org.

June 2006 —New MLR print, radio
and television ads run during primary
elections in Cookeville/Putnam
County, Lebanon, Murfreesboro

October 2004 — TMA President John Ingram and other key legislative districts.

uses bylaws privilege to call for a special } )
July 2004 — Statewide research meeting of the House of Delegates to follow July 2005 ~TMA begins assembling
shows 72% of Tennesseans the TMA Town Hall Meeting on MLR. MLR Coalition, made up of specialty,
believe doctor services are allied healthcare professional, industry November 16, 2007 — TN Commerce & Insurance report to
impacted by the cost of and patient groups committed to . . the General Assembly confirms rising malpractice jury awards
medical liability insurance; achieving medical liability reform. March 2006 = TMA MLR C.aml[‘)algn.unvells and number of meritless lawsuits in TN in 2004 and 2005.
57% say medical liability anew look, new urgency with Medlfal .
reform is a bigger issue than Liahility: REFORM Now or Pay Later!” theme. January 9, 2007~ New Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey (R-Blountville)
it was two years ago. January 21, 2005 — Special HOD session June 2006 — MLR Coalition begins vows to push tort reform as part of his legislative agenda.
results in resolution establishing MLR as a TMA November 7, 2005 — The Shelby County identifying MLR-friendly legislators
December 2003 — TMA develops a campaign action kit priority, urging physician support and $1,000 Commission passes a resolution calling for and initiating plans to support
to help Tennessee doctors explain the MLR crisis. contribution from every Tennessee doctor.

lawmakers to support “common-sense” those campaigns in fall elections.
- - liability reform in the upcoming session.

March 2004 —The Legislature’s Tort
Reform Study Committee acknowledges
an increase in malpractice insurance
premiums, recommends a formal

study group to gather data.

August/September 2003 — TMA and State
Volunteer Mutual Insurance Company (SVMIC) leaders
testify before a General Assembly joint subcommittee
about the need for medical liability reform.

October 2007 - BOT votes to seek House
vote on compromise MLR bill that won Senate

approval the previous session, with plans to
seek additional changes in later sessions.

January 2001 — Gov. Phil Bredesen and

then-U.S. Rep. Van Hilleary debate medical L
liability reform at TMA Leadership Summit June 2002 — AMA declares medical liability has

reached a crisis point in 12 states with Tennessee
among 30 others showing problem signs.

April 29, 2008 - Victory at last! TN House and
Senate overwhelmingly approves compromise MLR

bill; Bill heads to Gov. Bredesen for his signature.

October 15,2002 — TMA Legislative Committee August 2004 — TMA leaders -

Fehruary 14, 2006 — AMA/TMA hold joint Iiay 17, 2006 —House version of MLR October 2006 — MLR media
sets a priority to continue the push for MICRA-style January 2004 — A arassroots campai begin the “Reform Road November 2005 — Web survey finds 78% news conference in Nashville to announce fails by one vote in subcommittee. campaign with “Your Life May
March 2002 - Tennessee Medicine Editor tortreform legislation in 2004. is Iauncf‘:ed with phgsician Ieadersp ! Show," visiting allied medical of TMA members practicing “defensive” Tennessee as an AMA MLR “Crisis State.” Depend on It" theme ralls
Dr. David Gerkin calls for medical liability reform meeting with newspaper editorial boards organizations to gather medicine because of liability concerns; 72% out with television, radio and January 2007 -TMA uses $100,000 AMA grant to
in an editorial called “The Continuing Crisis.” to make their case for reform. support for a comprehensive reporting shortages of high-risk specialties print ads in communities with start patient petition drive, physician-to-patient direct
push for liability reform. and difficulty recruiting doctors; key election contests. mail campaign and enhanced media relations. l

January 2008 — The TMA seeks
approval of compromise MLR bill.

January 10, 2006 — Tennessee ranks in the
April 2004 —Tort Reform Study . . bottom 25 percent of National Report Card on

February 2003 — TMA proposes its first Committee issues final report Aer[I]IOE7c'| 2005~ T'|V|A M';]R 'b”ll'ro!l%\j/lA the State of Emergency Medicine, due to a

liability reform bill, establishing a $250,000 proposes legislation to address t:f' o ”T’ tt? arules tec ”'?ah'tK' failing grade in its medical liability climate.

cap on non-economic damages and vicarious liability and restrictions officials cfe e ratehsucggss with the

sliding contingency fees for attorneys. on ex parte physician contact. sign-up ot more than 30 co-sponsors.

June 15, 2006 — TMA sends health-

related issues survey out to 268 State
House and Senate candidates.

April 2007 = TN Senate
unanimously approves
compromise version of MLR

January 21, 2005 — Some 600 physicians
from across Tennessee gather in

bill but behind-the-scenes
politics yields an unacceptable
version on the House side.

Nashville for the seminal TMA Town Hall
Meeting: “Making Reform a Reality.”






